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Your ad here 
Please contact Tracey 

(agm@wiluna.wa.gov.) or Katrina 
(admin@wiluna.wa.gov.au) 

Or ring 9981 8000 if you wish to 
put in an ad 
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AUGUST 2017 Newsletter 

The Wiluna Wire 



2 

EVERYONE IS WELCOME!   
Hello and welcome to the August edition of the Wiluna Wire. In this edition we have submissions 
from a number of Wiluna agencies and individuals. We would love to make the Wiluna Wire into 
an informative, interesting and entertaining newsletter, that includes submissions from all 
sections and ages of the Wiluna community.  The newsletter will only be as good as the 
submissions we receive! 
 
If you have  any feedback, suggestions and or submissions, please come into the Wiluna Shire  
and have a chat. Contact can also made by phone— 9981 8000 or email 
admin@wiluna.wa.gov.au 
 
Regards Wiluna Shire Staff 

Wiluna Weather Almanac 

 
Wiluna Long Term Averages for August 

 

Mean Max (OC)  22.3 

Mean Min (OC)    7.1 

Mean Rain (mm)   9.8 

Median Rain (mm)   4.8 

Mean Rain Days   2.7 

 

 

Wiluna Daily Records 

 

High Max (OC)  33.4 

Low Max (OC)  10.1 

High Min (OC)  18.7 

Low Min (OC)   -2.3 

High Rain (mm) 42.4 

 

 

Wiluna Monthly Records 

 

High Mn Max (OC) 27.0 

Low Mn Max (OC) 19.3 

High Mn Min (OC) 11.1 

Low Mn. Min (OC)   3.7 

High Rain (mm) 67.4 

Low Rain (mm)   0.0 
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Find 10 

Differences 
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Sudoku Answers 

No 1 No 2 

 

DOT TO DOT 
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Wirra Schools 
Wirra Schools is a Remote School Attendance Strategy program run in Wiluna Remote 
Community School, aimed at improving school attendance in Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander children by working with families to ensure attendance and retention at school. 

Wiluna based staff engage local community members and services to work together to 
overcome barriers to regular school attendance by facilitating rewards based visits from 
Wirrpanda Foundation mentors, sporting competitions, hosting community events and 
supporting families with daily responsibilities. 

“Welcome Stacey Petterson and Kelman Patch (KP) to the Wirrpanda Foundation 
team.  
 
Stacey and KP will be working with Wiluna RCS and local agencies to help kids get 
to school.  
 
Stop by the Foundation office on Wotton St to say hi or give us a call on 9242 6747” 

http://www.supercoloring.com/dot-to-dots/scooter?version=print
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CEO’s Report 
 
The Art Gallery is nearing completion and will be opened to the public on Monday 21st August.  The remaining 
buildings of the Heritage and Interpretation Centre still require some minor renovations and will remain closed 
until further notice. The Shire is about to undertake planning for the development of suitable historical displays.  
On behalf of the Shire, I would like to invite all residents and visitors of Wiluna to come and view the newly 
renovated Art Gallery. This facility will allow the Shire to better support local Martu indigenious art. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Councillors and I attended the Local Government Week convention in Perth. This convention is a major annual 
event for local governments across the State which allows for better networking opportunities as well as 
interacting with industry specific displays and contractors. The Shire also attended the annual Local Government 
Week GVROC meeting with the other nine members to discuss a number of local issues including the funding of 
the Wiluna to Meekatharra section of the Goldfields Highway.  
 
The Shire has commenced the clean-up of the old Club Hotel in preparation for the major renovation works. The 
building will undergo renovation works in two stages, with the first stage focusing on the ground floor. This stage 
will involve the conversion of the old public bar area into the new Shire Administration Centre, the current dining 
room and kitchen will be retained for future community purposes. The second stage of the renovation works will 
involve the upstairs area of the building and includes the installation of a lift as well as the creation of a new 
Council Chamber, Function Centre and Office Space. 
 
On a sad note, Mr Louka Shopov has left the Shire due to family reasons. I would like to thank Louka for his 

service to the local community and wish him all the best with his future endeavours. 

Internal shots of the new Art Gallery 
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Kid’s Page—Colouring Page 
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Joke Page 

A woman called our airline customer-service desk asking if she could take her dog on 
board. 

“Sure,” I said, “as long as you provide your own kennel.” I further explained that the kennel 
needed to be large enough for the dog to stand up, sit down, turn around, and roll over. 

The customer was flummoxed: “I’ll never be able to teach him all of that by tomorrow!” 

A Canadian psychologist is selling a video that teaches you how to test your dog’s IQ. 
Here’s how it works: If you spend $12.99 for the video, your dog is smarter than you. 

Why do dogs always race to the door when the doorbell rings? It’s hardly ever for them. 

I spend three minutes every day choosing a TV channel to leave on for my dog. Then I go 
to work, and people take me seriously as an adult. 

My niece was dragged into court by a neighbour who complained about her barking dogs. 
At one point, the judge asked the neighbour a question. The neighbour didn’t reply. “Sir, 
are you going to answer me?” 

The neighbour leaped to his feet. “Are you talking to me?” he asked. “Sorry; I can’t hear a 
darn thing.” 

The case was dismissed. 

After a talking sheepdog gets all the sheep in the pen, he reports back to the 
farmer: “All 40 accounted for.” 

“But I only have 36 sheep,” says the farmer. 

“I know,” says the sheepdog. “But I rounded them up.” 
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Shire of Wiluna Disability Access and Inclusion Plan 2017-2022 
 
At its June ordinary meeting, the Council of the Shire of Wiluna adopted the 
Shire of Wiluna Disability Access and Inclusion Plan 2017-2022. 
 
Copies of the plan are now available as follows: 
•             Electronically as a PDF document by download from the Shire’s 

website www.wiluna.wa.gov.au or by email upon request from 
admin@wiluna.wa.gov.au 

 As an audio (MP3) from the Shire’s website www.wiluna.wa.gov.au 
•             In hard copy format from the Shire Office, in either standard or large 

print 
•             As an audio (MP3) file by email or on CD-ROM 

http://www.wiluna.wa.gov.au
mailto:admin@wiluna.wa.gov.au
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Goldfields Highway upgrade at risk of axing by WA 
Government looking for savings 
ABC Mid West and Wheatbelt  
By Sarah Taillier  

Updated Thu at 1:12pmThu 13 Jul 2017, 1:12pm  

 

Photo: WA's Goldfields Highway features more than 100km of unsealed road, isolating 
communities (Supplied: Shire of Wiluna) 

It has been described as the missing link. 

The Goldfields Highway, one of the nation's last unsealed highways, winds deep into the heart 
of Western Australia's red dirt outback. 

It is a vital connection between communities and resource-rich mining regions and locals 
believe that if the highway was sealed, it would unlock the outback to the rest of the world. 

But with a ballooning debt, the newly-elected Labor Government looks poised to axe $60 million 
of funding to fix the state's last unsealed highway. 

HIGH SOCIAL COST OF ISOLATION LINKED TO DIRT ROAD 

Pastoralists Jim Quadrio, lives on a station near Wiluna, is one of those who stands to be 
affected. 

He argues there is a high social cost of isolating remote communities. 

It's extremely frustrating because that road will open up, basically, inland WA," Mr Quadrio said. 

More than 100 dusty kilometres of the highway, between the frontier towns of Wiluna and 
Meekatharra, is not sealed. 

That significantly increases travel time and costs mining and freight companies thousands of 
dollars in fuel and wear and tear. 

It also cuts off communities during heavy rain, which forces the road to close. 

Mr Quadrio is also president of the Shire of Wiluna, which sits near the centre of the state. 

He said the region had waited more than 60 years for government commitments to be fulfilled. 

"It started back when they closed the railway line back in 1957," he said. 
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Sudoku, is a logic-based, combinatorial number-placement puzzle. The objective is to 
fill a 9×9 grid with digits so that each column, each row, and each of the nine 3×3 
subgrids that compose the grid contains all of the digits from 1 to 9. The puzzle setter 
provides a partially completed grid, which for a well-posed puzzle has a unique 
solution. 

Sudoku 

No. 1 

No 2 

http://www.abc.net.au/wheatbelt
http://www.abc.net.au/news/sarah-taillier/4421126
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-07-13/flooding-is-a-problem-for-goldfields-highway/8705774
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-07-13/flooding-is-a-problem-for-goldfields-highway/8705774
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-07-13/flooding-is-a-problem-for-goldfields-highway/8705774
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-07-13/flooding-is-a-problem-for-goldfields-highway/8705774
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-07-13/flooding-is-a-problem-for-goldfields-highway/8705774
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-07-13/flooding-is-a-problem-for-goldfields-highway/8705774
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-07-13/flooding-is-a-problem-for-goldfields-highway/8705774
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-07-13/flooding-is-a-problem-for-goldfields-highway/8705774
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-07-13/flooding-is-a-problem-for-goldfields-highway/8705774
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-07-13/flooding-is-a-problem-for-goldfields-highway/8705774
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-07-13/flooding-is-a-problem-for-goldfields-highway/8705774
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-07-13/flooding-is-a-problem-for-goldfields-highway/8705774
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-07-13/flooding-is-a-problem-for-goldfields-highway/8705774
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Police are bewildered as to how and why Anthony Collis and Debbie Blomfield attempted a shortcut to 
Darwin, then came to be found three days apart in separate areas of the harsh Gibson Desert, more than 
400km east of the iron ore town of Newman. 

Senior sergeant Bob Scott of Newman police told Nine News it appeared the couple was on the Canning 
Stock Route on Thursday afternoon when Mr Collis drove into the bush while Ms Blomfield began 
walking the sandy stock route. 

“All I know is that they were having a discussion about their location and then he drove off into the bush,” 
Senior Sergeant Scott said. “Whatever went on, police do not want to have to ­rescue them again. I’m 
assisting them to find their vehicle — they don’t know where it is, and my main concern is that they don’t 
get lost in my area. 

“We’re going to get that ­vehicle — at their cost — and then I’m going to escort them out of my area to 
put them on the right road to Darwin.” 

Ms Blomfield, 39, was dehydrated and disorientated when she walked into a miners’ camp on the stock 
route about 10pm on Thursday. Mr Collis, 32, was found on Sunday morning after a police plane from 
Perth delivered Tactical Response Group officers to search with SES volunteers. 

At night Mr Collis dug holes and covered himself with branches for warmth as the temperatures dropped 
to 2C, as he later told police he had seen Bear Grylls do on television. However, he was effectively 
underground which meant he was virtually undetectable to heat-seeking equipment aboard a search 
helicopter. 

Police came to believe he was either not in the search area, or dead. 

“He’d bogged his vehicle and he’d lost where he had that ­vehicle. He had no water and had no food,” 
Sergeant Scott told Nine News. “He’s broken every rule, every single safety rule and the first one is you 
don’t leave your vehicle.” 

He said there had been water, fuel and warm clothes in the car. 

The area is where Bradley John Richards, 40, and his nephew Mac Bevan Cody, 21, died after their car 
broke down in 2005. 

 The Australian 

 12:00AM August 8, 2017 

The Perth couple who got lost separately in the West Australian desert after an apparent disagreement have reunited in 
hospital and plan to venture back into the outback together. 
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"An announcement was made then that Wiluna-Meekatharra would be promised what they 
called then an 'all weather' road, linking the two towns. 

"It has been ongoing, obviously for quite a long while." 

That funding, in the late 1950s, did not come through. 

The state government again committed to fix the road in 1998 but that money was pulled. 

RECONSIDERING ROYALTIES FOR REGIONS PROJECT 

Finally, in June 2016, the $60 million to seal 124 kilometres of the highway was passed through 
cabinet. 

That funding is now that is being reconsidered — along with a dozens of other Royalties for Re-
gions projects — as the new Labor Government searches for savings. 

WA's Minister for Regional Development Alannah MacTiernan said the government would fo-
cus on projects "that are going to be growing the economy in the most direct way". 

"I wouldn't want to give people false hope," Ms MacTiernan said. 
"It is one of the projects that clearly is under review. There are a range of road projects that we 
did commit to in the election. 

"It was never going to be possible for us to deliver our $1 billion worth of election commitments 
in the regions and deliver all of the things that the Liberals and also the Nats [National Party] 
were independently committing to." 

CAN'T PUT A PRICE ON PRODUCTIVITY OR SAFETY SAYS TRUCKIE 

When the unsealed section of Goldfields Highway is closed or in poor condition, haulage com-
panies, residents and tourists spend hours travelling down alternative routes to avoid the 
stretch. 

Former truck driver Anthony Bakranich, known to everyone as "Bucko", has travelled down the 
Goldfields Highway countless times. 

"Some places you just scratch your head and you don't want to go on it but you have to," he 
said. 

Bucko said you could not put a price on productivity or safety. 

"You don't half ass do a job and expect people to accept it and go somewhere else, when the 
route has already been designated, the money's been put aside for that road. 

"It should be finished, end of story." 

REGION SAYS IT FEELS FORGOTTEN 

Mr Quadrio said it feels like the region is being forgotten. 

"Quite frankly, I think it's just sheer numbers and politics. There's not enough votes out here 
that really matter," he said. 

"Wiluna is probably producing $100 million-plus in royalties a year to the government of the 
day, just out of the Wiluna Shire alone. 

"I'm sure if we can't get $60 million back over the number of years that it's been contributing, 
then there's something wrong and inequitable." 

Despite more than half a century of broken promises, Mr Quadrio is hopeful the road will even-
tually be sealed. 

"I just hope I am not like my dad and I can live long enough to see it happen," he said. 
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Local Government Elections are happening in October.  There are 4 

vacancies, 3  expiring in 2021 and 1 expiring in 2019. 

 

Council have engaged the WA Electoral Commission to carry out a 

postal election 

 

The benefits of a postal election are: 

 Significantly better participation rates than “in person” elections. 

 Minimal disruption to day to day operations 

 Senior officers can better focus on other duties and projects 

 The election is conducted at arm’s length, thus minimising any 

perception of inappropriate staff interference, and 

 The election is core business for the Electoral Commission’s 

experienced staff 

 

This month the CEO is to give Statewide public notice of the time and 

date of close of enrolments so he can advise the Electoral Commissioner 

of the need to prepare a residents roll. 

 

Advertising may begin for nominations from 56 days and no later than 

45 days before election day. 

 

Nominations open on the 7 September 2017 and close on 14 

September 2017. 

 

If you have ever thought about becoming a Councillor, now is your 

opportunity. 
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North Midlands Agricultural Society 

ART EXHIBITION 
15 - 19 September 2017 

Opening Night - Friday 15 Sept 

Exhibition Open - 15 -19 Sept 

 

Incorporating Art Awards & Sales, 
Childrens Art Exhibition plus 
Photography Exhibition 
 

“Kangaroo kangaroo from perfect desolation, 
nature warrants thy creation.” 

Winner Watercolour Award 

DIARY DATES 
 ENTRY FORMS & PAYMENT DUE 
Wednesday 6 September 2017 

 EXHIBITS TO CARNAMAH SHIRE OFFICE 
By Monday 11 September 2017 

 EXHIBITION ON DISPLAY 
Saturday 16 – Tuesday 19 September 
9.30am – 4.30pm daily 

 COLLECTION OF EXHIBITS (sold & unsold) 

Opening Night 
6.30pm, Friday 15 September 2017 
Exhibitors, visitors and locals all invited. 
Local singers/guitarists featured at the 2016 
Country Carnival back by popular demand. 
Gourmet delights and refreshments included. 
Dress: Strictly Cocktail 
Entry $20pp NMAS Members Free 
(Membership due 1 August Enquire within) 

AGRICULTURAL ART AWARD 
Sponsored by the North Midlands Agricultural Society Patron, Mr Peter Dring 
Prize $300 and a Perpetual Trophy will be presented to the winner. 
The unsold winning painting will be endorsed by the NMAS to enter the 2018 Perth Royal Show Art Exhibition. 
THEME: LANDSCAPE MEDIUM: Open Size: 130cm x 130cm 10cm <18kgs. 

Entrants must reside in either Shire: Coorow, Carnamah, Perenjori, Mingenew, Three Springs or Morawa. 
Exhibits may be entered into more than one category at the NMAS Art Exhibition. 
ONLY IF UNSOLD, the winner will be endorsed to enter the RASWA Art Exhibition at the 2018 Perth Royal Show. 

Special thanks to all our generous sponsors 
who have been wonderfully supportive. We 

sincerely appreciate the value you place in art 
and our community 
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From now on you can go to our website www.nahs.org.au to find the 
visiting specialist that are due to visit. 
 
These are the steps to get to the Events Calendar  
 
Enter www.nahs.org.au 

1. Press on  “About Us” 
Then “Event Calendar” 

 
You will be able to see the monthly calendar throughout the whole year 
and see who’s coming in  

15 

ART EXCELLENCE AWARD 
$1,200 Presented by 

Afgri Equipment 
OIL & ACRYLIC AWARD 
$500 Presented by 

Oil Tech Fuel 
WATERCOLOUR AWARD 
$500 Presented by 

Shire of Carnamah 
NOVICE ART AWARD 
First time exhibitors/beginners… 

$300 – 1st Presented by Hon Shane Love MLA 

$150 - 2nd 

Presented by Ian and Brenda Bowman 
MIXED MEDIA AWARD 
$300 Presented by 

RSM & Sandra Laundy 
DRAWING AWARD 
$300 Presented by 

Emerald Grain & Planfarm 
LOCAL ARTIST AWARD 
$300 – 1st Presented by 

North Midlands Accounting Service 

$150 - 2nd Presented by Bruce and Janice White 
VIEWERS’ CHOICE AWARD 
$200 - 1st Presented by Elders Limited 

$100 - 2nd Presented by Grant Woodhams 
JUNIOR SECTION (Year 7-12) 
Juniors: $1 per entry Limit of 2 entries pp. 
Presented by 

Shire of Coorow, Shire of Three Springs, 
Shire of Mingenew 
1st Prize $75 
2nd Prize $50 
3rd Prize $25 
JUNIOR VIEWERS’ CHOICE AWARD 
Voucher Presented by 

Wallace’s News & Drapery 
Please note: There will also be a Photography 
Exhibition and a Children’s Art Exhibition (ages 4- 
Year 6) at the Carnamah Town Hall. Please contact the 
Coordinator for an entry form/more info on these sec-
tions 

CONDITIONS OF ENTRY & SALE 
1. Entries close Wednesday 6 September 2017: Forms and 
payment are to be sent to Art Exhibition Coordinator, NMAS, 
Box 99, Carnamah WA 6517 by this date. Entry forms must be 
fully completed, legible, and accompanied by the appropriate 
fee(s). Late entries accepted by discretion of event organisers. 
2. Exhibits must be delivered to the Carnamah Shire Office, 
McPherson St, Carnamah WA 6517, on or before Monday 11 
September between 8.30am - 4pm Mon-Fri. Entries must be 
delivered free of freight charges. No payment whatsoever will 
be made by the organiser for freight, insurance or other charges 
incurred in the delivery or return of any entry. Insurance and 
transport is the responsibility of the exhibitor. A consignment 
note/ number provided with exhibits being couriered is useful. 
3. Entries must be framed & ready to hang, except for the Junior 
section, which can be mounted on card. Each framed exhibit is 
deemed to be a single entry, for the purposes of calculating entry 
fees. 
4. Entry fee is $5 per exhibit. Junior Fee per exhibit is $1. Entry 
fee is non-refundable. 
5. All exhibits must be labelled and clearly marked on the back with 
the artist's name, title of work and price or “Not For Sale”. 
6. Entries must be original works conceived and produced solely by 
the artist and must not have been exhibited at any previous 
NMAS Art Exhibition. The organising committee reserves the 
right to reject any entry. The Judges' decision is final and no 
correspondence will be entered into. 
7. All care will be taken, but no responsibility for loss or damage of 
exhibits is accepted. 
8. Each exhibitor may enter up to five artworks and may enter 
each piece into one or several categories. Junior exhibitors may 
enter two pieces in the junior section. Juniors are eligible to 
enter into the general section – either one or the other. 
9. Local Artists category includes artists who reside full time in a 
North Midlands Shire (Carnamah Coorow Mingenew Morawa 
Perenjori Three Springs.) 
10. A 20% sales commission applies to all artwork sold. 
11. Organisers reserve the right to take photographs of exhibits for 
publicity and arrival purposes. 
12. Artworks can be purchased any time after 8.00pm on Opening 
Night, or during exhibition hours. Paintings must remain on 
display until the close of the exhibition at 12noon Tuesday 19 
September. 
13. Purchases and unsold artworks can be collected from 12noon 
Tuesday 19 September or by other arrangements made with 
Coordinator prior to that time. 
14. Winners will be announced on Opening Night on Friday 15 
Septemeber 2015 at the Carnamah Town Hall. Artists are invited 
and encouraged to attend the Opening. 

MORE INFORMATION? 
Queries may be directed to 
Angela Dring, Exhibition Coordinator 
P: 9951 1036 Text 0400 927 800 
president@nmas.org.au 
If you require delivery of your paintings from Perth to 
Carnamah and return, please email Exhibition Coordinator 
for 
collection point details. Please note all care will be taken 
but 
entrants undertake this service at their own risk as no 
insurance will be offered. There is a $10 fee per person for 
this service. Please pay with your entry form. 

New Category in 2017– NOVICE 
AWARD 
– designed specifically for new artists. 
Encouraging people to pick up a brush and get crea-
tive. 

http://www.nahs.org.au
http://www.nahs.org.au
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North Midlands Agricultural Society  

  

together with  

 

               

 

 

  
  

proudly present  

  

Act-Belong-Commit 
Landscape Painting Workshop  

with Western Australian visual artist and North Midlands artist-in-residence  
  

Di Taylor  

Saturday 16 September 2017 10am  3pm at the Carnamah Town Hall  
  
Di will work with the group and each individual, providing assistance to help you create your own unique 

artwork. Paint, canvas , brushes and equipment all provided (but feel free to bring your own).  
  

This is a free workshop but numbers are limited  
Bring & Share something for lunch or afternoon tea 

 
Please RSVP to Angela Dring on  9951 1036  or with an email to  rsvp@nmas.org.au 
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